
WATER SYSTEM 

The Ta r boro wa t er system sup p lies wa ter t o a ll a r eas within th e t o wn limits a nd to 

other areas d esigna t ed on th e wa ter system ma p. Within th e area s uppli ed with water, there 

are 2,918 a c ti ve services . 

The local water s uppl y is ob t a in e d b y pu mpin g raw water from the Tar River to the 

Town's tre atme nt pl a nt . The t rea tment p lant ca p ac it y is 3,000,000 gallons per d ay and the 

p resent co nsumpti on is about 900,000 gallons p er d ay. It is est ~mat e d that th e minimum 

fl o w o f th e Tar River in t he area i s 23,000,000 gall ons p er day. Since th e Town is using 

l ess tha n 1,000,000 gallons p e r d ay, no water shortage will l~k e ly oc c ur in the future. 

The Pitomete r Plan which was con tr ac t e d through an e ngin eering consulting firm has 

d irec t e d the d eve lopm e nt of the wa t er sys tem si n ce 1959. Several p rojects co mpleted over 

th e pa st few years, includ e t he extensio n of a 12 inch line from Albemarle Avenue to th e 

n ew schoo l on How ar d Av enue Extension; an d the 1eng th r ning of a 12 inch l ~ne along Church 

S t ree t t o the Wa gn er Street tank wh i ch ties the Town 's three tanks together with a 12 

in ch lin e. 

Th e Tar River is t y p ical of a ny surface str eam in Eastern North Carolina; tr ea tment 

is required. The methods used to tr eat th e water are coagu l ation, sedimentat i on , filtra

tion an d chlorina ti on. In addition to this treatment, liquid caustic is used to raise 

the Ph for co rrosion pr evention . So d ium fluoride ~s also adde d to insure that the child

re n will have stro n g, healthy teeth . 

Water s t orage and pressur e i s furn i she d by thre e elevat e d tanks, tw o of 200,000 gal 

lon ca p acity an d one of 100,000 g a llon ca p acity. Distributi on is through a network of 

six to twe l ve inch ma in s . 

The present To wn p o li cy in regard to extension of the water system is out lin ed be

low . The poli cy is divid e d in t o con d itions governing ex t ensions inside and o ut side the 

cor p orate l i mits . 
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